
GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT-1  

What, Why, & How


1Cor. 12:1, 7-11  Now concerning concerning the Gifts of the Spirit, I do not want you to be 
IGNORANT (unaware)…But to each one is given the MANIFESTATION of the Spirit for the 
common good. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word 
of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another (gift of) faith by the same Spirit, and to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another 
(gift of) prophecy, and to another the discerning (distinguishing) of spirits, to another various kinds 
of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these 
things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.


WHAT are the Gifts of the Spirit?


1. God doesn’t want you IGNORANT of Spiritual Gifts, because they are the MANIFESTATIONS   
 (Gk. Expression, Exhibition, Bestowment) of the Spirit.  The Gifts glorify the Giver.  


2. These are the 3 categories in which how God Speaks, Reveals, and Does His work among us


3. The Gifts are for ALL believers — 1Cor. 12:11  The Spirit works all these things, distributing to   
 each one individually just as He wills.


4. The Gifts involve the entire Godhead—not just a Holy Spirit “thing”. — 1Cor. 12:4-6  Now there   
 are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and  
 there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.


WHY should we desire the Gifts of the Spirit?


Earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way. — 1Cor. 12:31

Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts. — 1Cor. 14:1


Establishment — To be set & confirmed as a witness of the resurrected Jesus


Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”


Rom. 1:11-12 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift (same as “gifts” in 
1Co. 1:7-11), so that you may be established—that is, that I may be encouraged together with you 
by the mutual faith both of you and me.


1Tim. 1:18  I put this charge before you, Timothy my child, in keeping with the prophecies once 
spoken about you, in order that with such encouragement you may fight the good fight. 

1Tim. 4:14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through 
prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the eldership.


Power — The Ambassadorial Mantle of The Church as Jesus’ Kingdom on earth.

 
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”




1Cor. 4:20  For the kingdom of God is demonstrated not in idle talk but with power.


Matt. 12:28  But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come 
upon you.


HOW do we operate in the Gifts?


Acts 13:1-4  Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers…  While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit SAID, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and 
sent them off. So Barnabas and Saul were sent out by the Holy Spirit. 


2Pet. 1:20-21 Above all, you do well if you recognize this: No prophecy of scripture ever comes 
about by the prophet’s own imagination, for no prophecy was ever borne of human impulse; rather, 
men carried along by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.




UTTERANCE Gifts — GOD’S Inspiration (The Lord speaks His words)

 


• TONGUES — Supernatural utterance, by the Spirit in a language unknown to the speaker. 1Co. 14


• INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES — Supernatural interpretation of an utterance in Tongues, showing 
forth the meaning in the language of the hearers. 1Co. 14


• PROPHECY — Supernatural utterance, by the Spirit, in the language of the speaker 1Tim. 1:18; 
4:14  (Paul exhorts Timothy to stir up and use the gift given him through prophecy)


REVELATION Gifts — GOD’S Information (The Lord reveals His thoughts)


• WORD OF KNOWLEDGE — Supernatural revelation, by the Spirit, of facts past or present              
Ac. 10:19-20 (Peter on the roof of Simon the tanner’s house)


• WORD OF WISDOM — Supernatural revelation, by the Spirit, of God’s plan and facts in the future  
Ac. 9:15-17 (Ananias sees Paul’s future)


• DISCERNING OF SPIRITS — Supernatural insight, by the Spirit, into the spirit realm Acts 16:16-18 
(Paul discerns the spirit of divination in the girl following him around Philippi)   


POWER Gifts — God’s Impartation (The Lord performs His miraculous works)


• GIFTS OF HEALING — Supernatural healing, by the Spirit, through an individual Ac. 8:6-8  (Philip 
heals many lame and paralyzed people in Samaria)


• WORKING OF MIRACLES — Supernatural works of power, by the Spirit, through an individual       
Ac. 19:11-12  (“Special Miracles” of healing & deliverance through cloths from Paul’s body)


• GIFT OF FAITH — Supernatural faith, given by the Spirit, to receive a miracle  Ac. 3:1-10  (Peter 
calls the lame man to his feet at Gate Beautiful)



